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Abstract

This study examines the civilizational transformation of Samarkand from the pre-Islamic period to its inte-
gration into Islamic civilization, highlighting its role in linking the Turkic world with the Islamic cultural
sphere. Using a historical-analytical approach and drawing on Arabic historical and geographical sources
as well as modern scholarship, the study explores the factors behind the city's pre-Islamic prosperity and
analyzes the impact of the Islamic conquest on its political, social, and cultural development. It also exam-
ines Samarkand's contribution to trade, the transmission of industries—especially papermaking—and
the flourishing of intellectual life in the Islamic East. The study concludes that Samarkand became one of
the leading urban centers of the Turkic-Islamic world and a major bridge of cultural interaction between

Central Asia and Islamic civilization.

Keywords Samarkand; Turkic World; Islamic Civilization; Transoxiana; Silk Road; Islamic
Conquest.
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